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HOW TO USE

Use this morpheme matrix to help your students practice forming and 
spelling words with the base element, FORM.

Begin by teaching the root. Here is a possible script for teaching the base
element, FORM.

1. (Write “form” on the board.)

2. Our new root word is “form”. Let’s read it together. (form)

3. Form is a Latin root. It means shape.

4. (Write “reform” on the board.) 

5. Watch me scoop the morphemes as I read this word. 

6. (Scoop your hand under the parts as you read the word aloud.) 

7. The word is REFORM. It means to shape again.

8. (Post the following words on the board for all to read in unison as you 
scoop your hand under each morpheme.)

• former
• format
• reform
• inform
• formal
• deform
• forming
• conform

Make sure all children can see the morpheme matrix or have their own 
copy. Show them how to use the matrix to build words with the base 
element, FORM.

Students can work alone or in partners to find and record as many words 
as they can.
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Name ____________________

Use the matrix to write as many word sums as you can.

Example: in + form + ant à informant

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________
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ANSWERS WILL VARY

form
forms
formed
forming
formant
formants
format
formats
formation
formations
formative
former
inform
informs
informed
informing
informant
informants
informative
information
informer
informers
deform
deforms
deformed
deforming
deformer
deformers
reform
reforms

reformed
reforming
reformat
reformats
reformation
reformative
reformer
reformers
transform
transforms
transformed
transforming
transformant
transformants
transformative
transformation
transformations
transformer
transformers
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