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HOW TO USE

Use this morpheme matrix to help your students practice forming and 
spelling words with the base element, TRACT.

Begin by teaching the base element. Here is a possible script for teaching 
the base element, TRACT.

1. (Write “tract” on the board.)

2. Our new root base element is “tract”. Let’s read it together. (tract)

3. TRACT comes from a Latin word meaning to pull or drag.

4. (Write “extract” on the board.) 

5. Watch me scoop the morphemes as I read this word. 

6. (Scoop your hand under the parts as you read the word aloud.) 

7. The word is EXTRACT. It means pull or take out.

8. (Post the following words on the board for all to read in unison as you 
scoop your hand under each word part.)

• attract
• detract
• extract
• retract
• tractor
• contract
• distract
• attractive
• subtract

Make sure all children can see the morpheme matrix or have their own 
copy. Show them how to use the matrix to build words with the base 
element, TRACT.

Students can work alone or in partners to build and record as many words 
as they can.
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Name ____________________

Use the matrix to write as many word sums as you can.

Example: ex + tract +ion à extraction

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________

_________________________________ à ___________________________
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ANSWERS WILL VARY

tract
tracts
tractive
traction
tractor
tractors
abstract
abstracts
abstracted
abstracting
abstractive
abstraction
abstractions
abstractor
abstractors
attract
attracts
attracted
attracting
attractive
attraction
attractor
attractors
contract
contracts
contracted
contracting
contractive
contraction
contractions

contractor
contractors
detract
detracts
detracted
detracting
detractive
detraction
detractions
detractor
detractors
subtract
subtracts
subtracted
subtracting
subtractive
subtraction
subtractor
subtractors
distract
distracts
distracted
distractive
distraction
distractions
distractor
distractors
extract
extracts
extracted

extracting
extractive
extraction
extractions
extractor
extractors
retract
retracts
retracted
retracting
retractive
retraction
retractions
retractor
retractors
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