Triple R Teaching

Can the Daily 5 and the science of reading exist together? This is a big question that's
been floating around, so | want to address it.

First of all, let's be clear about what the Daily 5 is. The Daily 5 is a management system
designed to keep students busy doing literacy activities while the teacher is teaching
small groups. In this episode, I'm just addressing Daily 5, I'm not addressing what the
teacher might be doing in the small group. We're just going to talk about this
management system for keeping the rest of the children busy and hopefully learning.

From the Daily 5 website we read: "Daily 5 is a literacy framework that instills behaviors
of independence, creates a classroom of highly engaged readers, writers, and learners,
and provides teachers with time and structure to meet diverse student needs. Because
it holds no curricular content, it can be used to meet any school, district, state, or
national standards. Daily 5 classrooms produce productive, highly engaged students
who develop a true love of literacy.

"During Daily 5, students select from five authentic reading and writing choices,
working independently toward personalized goals, while the teacher meets individual
needs through whole-group and small-group instruction, as well as one-on-one
conferring."

Now | want to say that the two sisters, Gail Boushey and Joan Moser are brilliant when it
comes to classroom management. One thing | really got out of that book was how to
teach students to work independently, and | would absolutely recommend getting the
book just to learn how to teach students to work independently at centers or stations. |
personally am fully on board with meeting with small groups for explicit instruction and
therefore needing something beneficial for other students to do.

The Daily 5 activities are: Read to Self, Listen to Reading, Read to Buddy, Word Work,
and Work on Writing. Some of these may be particularly useful for certain children. That
said, having beginning readers or struggling readers spend long periods of time doing
some of these activities may not be the best idea, particularly in the primary grades -
kindergarten, first, and second.



These students really need explicit instruction in learning to read, and unfortunately, |
think that for many teachers, | know | can go back in time and look at myself and raise
my hand, this long period of independent work replaces explicit instruction. | thought
that my students would become stronger readers just by doing lots and lots of reading
every day. And yes, reading practice is important, but when | look back, | can certainly
remember that many of them were off task and | just didn't have enough time to do
individual conferring with all my students enough to make it beneficial. It was really just
two minutes here, two minutes there. They would've been better served with explicit
instruction.

Now again, | do think that small group instruction is important and valuable so we do
need these other activities to keep the other students busy and learning. | think the
Daily 5 framework, this idea of training students to work independently, choosing
between activities, could work with a knowledgeable teacher. But we always want to
make sure that whatever activities we choose, they are activities our students can do
on their own with little to no support. If they cannot, we need to rethink it. And of
course we want to make sure we train them to work independently and not just throw
them at center and say, "All right, do this," because then we're setting ourselves up for
failure.

So does the Daily 5 align with the science of reading? | think the idea of having
students work independently while you're teaching small groups explicit small group
lessons is a good one, but we want to make sure that what our students are doing
really makes sense for how students learn to read and for what our students are
capable of.

We're going to go into that more next week when I'm going to share literacy center
ideas that are aligned with the science of reading. You can find the show notes for this
episode at themeasuredmom.com/episodel?2.



