
Triple R Teaching

Last week, we talked about sound walls, which are visual representations of the
approximately forty-four phonemes that are in the English language, as well as the
graphemes that we use to spell them. It's a fantastic tool for building phonemic
awareness and teaching phoneme-grapheme correspondences. In other words,
teaching students the letters that represent particular sounds. 

Let's talk about five things to remember when getting started.

Number one, don't feel like you have to put up a sound wall immediately. 

When I think about making changes to how you teach reading to align with the science,
putting up a sound wall is not at the very top of my list, mainly because it takes a bit of
knowledge to use it well, and, if you're not careful, it'll just become wallpaper like your
word wall. So don't feel you have to do this right away; you can put it on the back
burner for next year.

Number two, educate yourself about what a sound wall is and how to use it to support
your students' reading and writing. 

There are some excellent sound wall tutorials on YouTube, and you can also sign up for
a day's training from Tools for Reading. Their sound wall classes are only offered
periodically, but I took one of their six-hour trainings and it was very, very good. I'll give
you links to these things in the show notes.

Number three, when you do choose a sound wall to put up on your wall, choose one
that you like. 

There are a lot of different sound walls you can get. Some use photos of real people's
mouths for the sound pictures, others use clip art. Personally, when I created mine for
my shop, I used clip art because I like how clean and neat it is. To me, all the different



mouth pictures from different children was very distracting and overwhelming. You're
going to be using it, so pick one that you like. I'll link to mine in the show notes. If you
want one that's actually printed and ready to go and has those mouth pictures of
different children, check out Tool for Reading's sound wall pictures, and I will include a
link to that in the show notes as well.

Number four, make sure you only turn over the graphemes as you teach them. 

A sound wall should be a visual representation of what you've taught. So if I'm teaching
kindergarten, I'm probably not going to have any graphemes uncovered under the
sound /zh/ because I'm not going to teach them S for /zh/ as in "treasure," right?
Underneath the long E sound, I'm probably not going to have I-E uncovered, because
I'm not going to teach that to kindergartners. Those are much less common spellings,
and I'll save those for later grades.

Number five, make your sound wall a regular part of your instruction. 

It should be part of your routine for teaching new phonemes or graphemes, and we're
going to look at that more specifically next time.

You can find the show notes for today's episode at themeasuredmom.com/episode24.
See you next time!


