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Questioning Matrix

Questioning is an evidence based comprehension strategy. It is important to remember that the aim of question asking
and answering is to promote deep thinking about learning, not to ‘practise comprehension.” The MOST powerful
comprehension strategy to use is students asking and answer their own questions about a text while they are reading,
not answering different types of questions afterwards (NICHD, 2000). The questioning matrix provides a framework for
developing questions. This can be used by both teachers and students to write a variety of questions.

Questions generated in the top left-hand corner are the easiest to answer as they are literal in nature. The further to
the right and bottom of the matrix the questions are, the more challenging they are to answer.
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To support students to ask questions, it can be useful to give
them a range of sentence stems such as:

what did...
why should...
how might...

More advanced students can be provided with the matrix.
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